



























































Abita Springs

The community has a history as an artists’ community.
Earlier in its history, the community was a 20th century
resort. In the 1950s there were 200 hotel rooms, now there
are none. The folklore is that the hippies showed up in
the 1960s. Although the parish is generally considered
to be politically and socially conservative, Abita Springs
is liberal. The community is green-space conscious.
Post-Katrina. Abita has experienced infrastructure
pains. The restricted tax base makes providing extended
infrastructure and the means with which to pay for it a
challenge. Existing businesses are doing well and sales tax
is good, but there’s not a lot of new business post-Katrina.
The community needs some basic retail service such as
a grocery and drugstore. Labor is a problem — getting
workers and offering competitive pay. The 2006 median
household income of $49.575 makes the town ineligible
for many U.S. grants and the mayor is only slightly joking
when saving he couldn’t afford to move to Abita today.
There is a concern that as residential development occurs
it should have the character and scale of existing homes
and neighborhoods.

One of the main attractions of Abita is the Abita Opry,
which is shown on public access all over the country. The
live show attracts 300-350 people per show — and there
are 3 in fall, 3 in spring. The program is considered a
model cultural program for the parish and many people
question whether the model can be replicated in other St.
Tammany communities. The Opry venue is important
— it's a community center. Abita Beer and Abita Water
have a lot of name recognition throughout the Gulf Coast
region and beyond. serving as cultural branding for the
community.
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The extension of the Tammany Trace into Abita has helped
the community — it attracts ecotourism. There is a master
plan for a town park and Trailhead, with a portion of the
necessary funding already committed by the State. There’s
an 1884 World Expo Pavilion that will be a centerpiece
of the park and a place to hold public events. The Long
Branch Hotel, the first and oldest in the area, was damaged
during the storm. The building has been donated to the
town and- will be moved to the Trailhead. Abita has a
clear vision for tourism and community development that
includes cultural marketing and branding, eco-destination
attractions, and a quirky sensibility that is unique to the
town.

Town leaders feel strongly there should be more support
from the tourist commission and that the small community
gets lost in service delivery by agencies that serve the
entire parish. For tourism to become truly meaningful as
economic support to the community, there is a need for a
boutique hotel or a bed and breakfast.




Madisonville

Madisonville was once the hub of the parish because of
the Tchefuncte River, and the community still draws its
strength and identity from the waterfront. Outdoor activity
is important: fishing, boating. and sports support a family
atmosphere. The Maritime Museum is a key community
asset. They run cooperative programs with the schools
and the highly-successful Wooden Boat Festival. The
museum has a cooperative agreement with Southeastern
Louisiana University and would like to have the university
able to teach on site. There are a slab and pilings in place
for a 3rd building. This offers future possibilities for
an aquarium and more exhibition space. In its role as a
research center, the Museum could partner with the local
historical society.

Madisonville needs marketing assistance to bring more
people into the community, although visitorship has
increased since Hurricane Katrina. The community has
the highest housing prices in the parish, which makes
it virtually impossible for artists to live within the town
limits. As with other small St. Tammany communities,
there is a sense that Madisonville’s needs and resources
are overwhelmed by Slidell, Covington and Mandeville.
One potential tourist draw, the Cotton Blossom Riverboat
is caught in a lawsuit. It would be great for parish tourism
to have the boat available for river tours.

Folsom

The village does not have a lot of funds coming in, but there
have been a lot of inquiries regarding property purchases
since Katrina. The rural isolation that presents a challenge
for community growth and cultural programming is
also what creates the best opportunity to create a unique
community cultural profile. The plant nurseries, horse
farms, and other similar businesses produce a unique and
vanishing rustic atmosphere. Although Folsom has an
intergovernmental agreement with St. Tammany Parish
for annexation, it is not actively looking at annexation at
the moment.

A four-block linear park concept is being discussed. The
park would build upon some successful community
events such as a car show, community yard sale,
Christmas decorating contest, Mardi Gras parade, and
arts and crafts show. A church-owned Community Unity
park & pavilion has been generously made available
for community gatherings. A planned state park with a
reservoir between Folsom and Franklinton should prove
to be an asset in attracting visitors to the region. Currently,
there’s no lodging available in the area, but there are a few
places to eat. The 2006 municipal household income was

$44.853.
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St. Tammany Parish fondly remembers the music presented by Clarence “Gatemouth™ Brown, Slidell Resident
and Gramnty Award winning Blues Musician who passed away shortly after evacuating for Hurricane Katrina.

St. Tammany Parish Commission
on Cultural Affairs

This is a critical period in the history of St. Tammany
Parish. Decisions made in dealing with storm recovery,
revitalization and new development will affect parish
growth patterns for many years to come. As is the case
for many governmental and nonprofit agencies, the St.
Tammany Parish Commission on Cultural Affairs must
evaluate whether its role in community and cultural
development needs to evolve.

Commissioners are concerned about attention paid and
services offered to smaller communities and how they
might better be served. The agency is currently considering
the establishment of at least one satellite office to better
respond to needs throughout the parish and, ideally, others
could be launched with additional outreach staff. Funding,
of course, is a primary concern.

Community development issues seem to require the
Commission to move beyond the traditional idea of arts
and cultural advancement to explore roles in urban design,
education and workforce training, downtown and cultural
district development, and industry growth. If the agency
accepts the challenge, will it need to be restructured in a
more productive way?
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To support a small staff already challenged by exploding
parish needs, there is a possibility that Commissioners
could become more involved with each one chairing a
focused subcommittee, mentoring a nonprofit agency or
tracking a specific project. fundraising at the corporate
level, and actively representing the agency to the public.
The fact that the agency is a division of govemment
restrains staff, to an extent, in its programming and
fundraising activity. This could certainly make the active
role of commissioners more a necessity than a luxury.

The need for the agency to plan a new future seems
imminent and, in fact, demanded by the findings of the
cultural plan. Strategic evolution for the agency will
likely involve redefinition, service and staff expansion,
a critical role as convener and facilitator of strategic
cultural planning, and establishment of new, long-term

partnerships.




APPENDIX

THIS CULTURAL PLAN HAS BEEN
CREATED THROUGH THE COMMITMENT
OF COMMUNITY LEADERS WHO HAVE
INVESTED THEIR FINANCIAL AND HUMAN
RESOURCES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT
OF STRATEGIES TO GUIDE IMMEDIATE
AND FUTURE ARTISTIC GROWTH IN ST.
TAMMANY PARISH. THANKS ARE DUE TO
THEM FOR THEIR BELIEF IN CREATIVITY,
THE ARTS AND THE ST. TAMMANY
COMMUNITY.

Kevin Davis, Parish President

Mayor Marshall Brumfield, Folsom
Mavyor Louis Fitzmorris, Abita Springs
Mayor Peter Gitz, Madisonville
Mayor Ben Morris, Slidell

Mayor Eddie Price. Mandeville
Mayor Candace Watkins, Covington

St. Tammany Parish Commission on Cultural Affairs

Lisa Barnett, Chair
Stephen Cefalu. Vice-Chair
Dr. Joan Archer

George Dunbar

Kelly B. Elliott

James Hartman

Dr. Elizabeth McBurney
Willie Paretti

Lionel Washington

St. Tammany Parish Commission on Cultural Affairs
Staff

Suzanne Parsons Stymiest, Director. Cultural and
Governmental Affairs

Jennifer Hart Bushnell, Arts Coordinator

Roberta Carrow-Jackson, Community Development
Coordinator

Daynelle Schenck, Assistant to the Director

Amy Nicaud, Graphic Designer

Kathy VonBieberstein, Secretary

SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Déana La Fonta, former Assistant Director
Annie Strack, Project Facilitator




St. Tammany Parislw Cultural

Abita Springs Opry

All in the Frame

Art on Columbia

Arts & Frames Gallery

Ballet Apetrei, Inc.

Ballet Esprit/Southern Youth Ballet

Bayou Lacombe Rural Museum

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southeast LA
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater NOLA-Slidell Unit
Brunner Gallery

Castine Center

Chef Soiree

City of Mandeville, Winter on the Water

City of Slidell/Cultural & Public Affairs
Covington Three Rivers Art Festival

Fort [sabel Gallery

Suitemix Studio

Guardian of Slidell History (GOSH) Museum
Gourmet Gala

Greater Covington Center

Greater Mandeville Seafood Festival Association
Historic Slidell Antique & Collectable Association
Hot Art in a Cool Space

Javier’s Dance Company/CSIPA

Krewe of Eve

Lacombe Crab Festival

Lacombe Heritage Center

Lake Pontchartrain Basin Maritime Museum
Legacy Music, LLC

Madisonville Wood Boat Festival

Mandeville City Hall Monthly Artist Program
Mandeville High School Band Boosters
Mandeville Trailhead Cultural Center
Minacapelli’s Dinner Playhouse

Mo’s Art Supply & Framing

Music Together on the Northshore

Mysteries By Request

Gallery Nu

North Star Theatre

24

Organizations & Assets

Siibtnkdion kit ki 0 B A

Northlake Nature Center

Northlake Performing Arts Society
Northshore Cajun Dancers

Northshore Friends of GNOYO
Northshore Harbor Center

Old Mandeville Business Association
OPUS

Otis House Museum

Ozone Camellia Club

Ozone Film Fest

Playmakers Inc.

Pontchartrain Vineyards-Jazz'n the Vines
PoPs Performing Arts

Pride of St. Tammany

Sally Dunn-Ven Norman Photo Studio & Gallery
See Hear Productions

Slidell Art League

Slidell Heritage Festival

Slidell Little Theatre

Slidell Museum

Slidell Photography Club .

Slidell Symphony Society

Speak Easy Center

Spectrum Gallery

St. Joseph Seminary College

St. Tammany Art Association

St. Tammany Historical Society

St. Tammany Parish Library

St. Tammany Parish Schools

St. Tammany Porcelain Art Club

STARC

Tammany Trace Foundation

Tammany Twirlers Square & Round Dance
The Harriet Blum Collection

UCM Museum/Northshore Art Academy
US Amateur Ballroom Dancers Assn
WWNO - Radio



